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whenever overhauled, or at least once 
every 5 years. 

(j) Maintenance of falls. (1) Each fall 
used in a launching appliance must be 
turned end-for-end at intervals of not 
more than 30 months and must be re-
newed when necessary due to deteriora-
tion or at intervals of not more than 5 
years, whichever is earlier. 

(2) As an alternative to paragraph 
(j)(1) of this section, each fall may be 
inspected annually and renewed when-
ever necessary due to deterioration or 
at intervals of not more than 4 years, 
whichever is earlier. 

(k) Rotational deployment of marine 
evacuation systems. In addition to or in 
conjunction with the servicing inter-
vals of marine evacuation systems re-
quired by paragraph (g)(1) of this sec-
tion, each marine evacuation system 
must be deployed from the unit on a 
rotational basis. Each marine evacu-
ation system must be deployed at least 
once every 6 years. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25301, May 20, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 85–205, 62 FR 35392, July 1, 
1997; CGD 84–069, 63 FR 52816, Oct. 1, 1998; 
USCG–2001–11118, 67 FR 58541, Sept. 17, 2002]

§ 109.323 Manning of survival craft 
and supervision. 

(a) There must be a sufficient number 
of trained persons on board the sur-
vival craft for mustering and assisting 
untrained persons. 

(b) There must be a sufficient number 
of deck officers, able seamen, or certifi-
cated persons on board to operate the 
survival craft and launching arrange-
ments required for abandonment by the 
total number of persons on board. 

(c) There must be one person placed 
in charge of each survival craft to be 
used. The person in charge must— 

(1) Be a deck officer, able seaman, or 
certificated person. The OCMI, consid-
ering the number of persons permitted 
on board, and the characteristics of the 
unit, may permit persons practiced in 
the handling and operation of liferafts 
or inflatable buoyant apparatus to be 
placed in charge of liferafts or inflat-
able buoyant apparatus; 

(2) Have another person designated 
second-in-command of each lifeboat 
permitted to carry more than 40 per-
sons. This person should be a deck offi-

cer, able seaman, or certificated per-
son; and 

(3) Have a list of the survival craft 
crew and must see that the crew-
members are acquainted with their du-
ties. The second-in-command of a life-
boat must also have a list of the life-
boat crew. 

(d) There must be a person assigned 
to each motorized survival craft who is 
capable of operating the engine and 
carrying out minor adjustments. 

(e) The person in charge must make 
sure that the persons required under 
paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of this sec-
tion are equitably distributed among 
the unit’s survival craft. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25302, May 20, 1996]

§ 109.329 Fire pumps. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that at least one of the fire 
pumps required in § 108.415 is ready for 
use on the fire main system at all 
times.

§ 109.331 Firehoses and hydrants. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that— 
(a) At least one length of firehose 

with a combination nozzle is connected 
to each fire hydrant required by this 
subchapter, at all times, except that 
during heavy weather a firehose in an 
exposed location may be temporarily 
removed from the fire hydrant and 
stowed in an accessible, nearby loca-
tion; 

(b) A fire hose required by this sub-
chapter is not used for any purpose 
other than firefighting, fire drills, and 
testing; 

(c) Access to each fire hydrant is not 
blocked; 

(d) Each firehose, except a firehose 
temporarily removed from an exposed 
location, is stowed on a rack or reel re-
quired by this subchapter; and 

(e) Each low velocity spray appli-
cator for a fire hose nozzle is attached 
to the nozzle or stowed next to the fire 
hydrant to which the fire hose is at-
tached.

§ 109.333 Fire main cutoff valves. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that each fire main cutoff valve 
is open and sealed to prevent closing, 
except that a cutoff valve may be 
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closed to protect the portion of the fire 
main system on an exposed deck from 
freezing.

§ 109.334 Working over water. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that each person working over 
the water is wearing a life preserver or 
a buoyant work vest.

§ 109.335 Stowage of work vests. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that no work vest is stowed 
where life preservers are stowed.

§ 109.337 Fireman’s outfit. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that— 
(a) At least 2 persons who are trained 

in the use of the fireman’s outfit are on 
board at all times; and 

(b) Each fireman’s outfit and its 
spare equipment is stowed in a sepa-
rate and accessible location. 

(c) A fireman’s outfit is not used for 
any purpose other than fire fighting ex-
cept as provided in § 108.703.

§ 109.339 Location of fire axes. 
The master or person in charge shall 

insure that the fire axes required in 
§ 108.499 of this subchapter are located 
in the enclosures for fire hoses marked 
in accordance with § 108.633 of this sub-
chapter, if the fire axes are not located 
in plain view.

§ 109.347 Pilot boarding equipment. 
(a) The master or person in charge 

shall ensure that pilot boarding equip-
ment is maintained as follows: 

(1) The equipment must be kept clean 
and in good working order. 

(2) Each damaged step or spreader 
step on a pilot ladder must be replaced 
in kind with an approved replacement 
step or spreader step, prior to further 
use of the ladder. The replacement step 
or spreader step must be secured by the 
method used in the original construc-
tion of the ladder, and in accordance 
with manufacturer instructions. 

(b) The master or person in charge 
shall ensure compliance with the fol-
lowing during pilot boarding oper-
ations: 

(1) Only approved pilot boarding 
equipment may be used. 

(2) The pilot boarding equipment 
must rest firmly against the hull of the 
vessel and be clear of overboard dis-
charges. 

(3) Two man ropes, a safety line and 
an approved lifebuoy with an approved 
water light must be at the point of ac-
cess and be immediately available for 
use during boarding operations. 

(4) Rigging of the equipment and em-
barkation/debarkation of a pilot must 
be supervised in person by a deck offi-
cer. 

(5) Both the equipment over the side 
and the point of access must be ade-
quately lit during night operations. 

(6) If a pilot hoist is used, a pilot lad-
der must be kept on deck adjacent to 
the hoist and available for immediate 
use. 

[CGD 79–032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984]

Subpart D—Reports, Notifications, 
and Records

REPORTS AND NOTIFICATIONS

§ 109.411 Notice and reporting of cas-
ualty. 

The requirements for providing no-
tice and reporting of marine casualties 
are contained in Part 4 of this chapter. 

[CGD 84–099, 52 FR 47536, Dec. 14, 1987]

§ 109.415 Retention of records after 
casualty. 

(a) The owner, agent, master, or per-
son in charge of a unit for which a re-
port of casualty is made under § 109.411 
shall insure that all records main-
tained on the unit are retained on 
board the unit for at least 3 months 
after the report of casualty is made or 
until advised by the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection, that records need 
not be retained on board. 

(b) The records which must be re-
tained in accordance with paragraph 
(a) of this section include: 

(1) Rough and smooth deck log. 
(2) Rough and smooth engine room 

log. 
(3) Tour reports. 
(4) Bell books. 
(5) Navigation charts in use at the 

time of casualty. 
(6) Navigation work books. 
(7) Compass deviation cards. 
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